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Reading Matters!
Why?

An achievement gap that exists when young children enter school may 
persist over time
• Children from low-income families often enter school behind their peers.  
 While children who are low-income tend to benefit the most from school,  
 the gap persists over time1.   

• Early reading and math skills measured at school entry are statistically  
 significant predictors of later reading and math achievement, with reading 
  achievement showing the highest correlation 2. 

• The average  U.S. student ranked 10th in the world in reading, 19th in  
 science and 24th in math, according to The Program for International  
 Student Assessment in 2009 3.

Reading level in third grade is predictive of graduation
• One in six children who can’t read on grade level by third grade fails to  
 graduate from high school on time, four times the rate for children with  
 proficient third-grade reading skills 4. 

• In Palm Beach County, 54% of our third-grade students are reading at a  
 proficient level.

• The accomplishments of our community are measured by the success of  
 all our residents. Children represent our future; they will be our future parents, workers, leaders, inventors,   
 scientists, health care providers, engineers, electricians, authors and other members of our community. We all   
 benefit when our children are successful readers because reading enables them to achieve their dreams. 

• Third-grade reading success matters to all of us because it directly impacts our community’s quality of life.

What Are We Doing?

Children’s Services Council and Community Partners 
are Focused on Reading

Children’s Services Council of Palm Beach County, the 
Literacy Coalition of Palm Beach County, the School 
District of Palm Beach County, the Early Childhood 
Cabinet, and county and municipal libraries, along 
with a host of other partners have all joined together 
to create a countywide campaign that encourages 
reading and raises awareness of why it matters to all of 
us. The goal is to prompt discussion and bring groups 
together to focus on reading in our community.  
http://PBCReads.org.
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Do You Know How Your Child Is Doing?

The following milestones for children’s language and literacy development come from “The Road to Reading, Birth 
to Age 4: Talking with Parents,” Harvard University 5. The report also focuses on the opportunities for professionals 
across many disciplines to assess a child’s literacy and language development, and the role for child care 
providers in developing language and literacy skills.

If you have questions or concerns about your child’s progress, discuss them with your pediatrician. You can also 
call 1-888-634-7900 or visit http://families.cscpbc.org.
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• turn his head toward sounds he hears?

• watch your face when you speak?

• vocalize her feelings (laugh, giggle, cry, fuss)?

• make noises when you talk to him?

• attend to books or toys for several minutes?

• answer simple questions non-verbally?

• say two to three words to name a person or object?

• try to imitate simple words?

• have 250-350 words he can use when he talks?

• point to pictures in a book?

• use sentences that are 3 or 4 words long?

• ask questions about the stories you read or things she sees?

• have 800-1,000 words she can use when she talks?

• play imaginary games?

• look through a story book and retell it?

• scribble on paper and tell you what he wrote?

• answer and ask questions?

• hold a book right side up and turn the pages starting from the front?

• recognize some letters, like the ones in his name?

• pay attention to stories?

• know how to rhyme? 

• start conversations?
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Parents – What Can You Do To Help? 

Talk, share books, read at a regular, focused time 
Many resources are available for parents who want to learn more about learning to read.  One popular reading 
website, Reading Rockets, provides information, tools and resources for parents offering fun activities for their child. 
The following tips are adapted from this site: http://www.readingrockets.org 6

Tips for Parents of Babies 

It’s never too early to read to your baby. As soon as your baby is born, he or she starts learning. Just by talking to, 
playing with and caring for your baby every day, you are building the language skills necessary for your baby to 
become a reader.

Talk with your baby ― all day long
Describe the weather or which apples you are choosing at the grocery. Talk about the pictures in a book or  
things you see on a walk.  Ask questions. By listening and responding, your child learns words, ideas, and how 
language works.

Develop a daily routine (and make reading a part of it)
Routines can soothe a baby, and provide opportunities for your baby to learn to predict what will happen next. 
The ability to predict is important when your child is older and is reading independently.

Tips for Parents of Toddlers

Play to their favorites
Read favorite stories again and again. Let your child join in on the predictable phrases. Seek out books about 
things your toddler especially likes – trains, animals, space. These books may extend a toddler’s attention span 
and build enthusiasm for reading.

Not having fun?
Try a different story or a different 
time during the day. Reading 
with a very young child is 
primarily about building positive 
experiences with books, not 
finishing every book you start. If 
your child wants to look at the 
book by himself, that is fine. The 
important thing is that he knows 
what a book is and is showing 
an interest. 



Tips for Parents of Preschoolers

Be interactive
Discuss what’s happening in the book, point out things on the page, and ask questions.

Concerned?
See your child’s pediatrician or teacher as soon as possible if you have concerns about your child’s language 
development, hearing or sight.

Tips for Parents of Kindergartners

Say silly tongue twisters
Sing songs, read rhyming books, and say silly tongue twisters. These help kids become sensitive to the sounds  
in words.

Read it and experience it
Connect what your child reads with what 
happens in life. If reading a book about animals, 
relate it to your last trip to the zoo.

Use your child’s name
Point out the link between letters and sounds.  
Say, “John, the word ‘jump’ begins with the same sound as your name. John, jump. And they both begin with the 
same letter, J.”
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PAHOKEE PARENT

“ What I have noticed is whenever we go anywhere… 
even reading the stop signs. He is learning more 
words… he wants to say “Oh, I know that word!” and he 
will say it as we are driving anywhere. He always wants 
to say the word that he already knows.”

Tips That Promote Language and Literacy, Thinking Skills,  
Self-Control and Self-Confidence

(From Zero to 3)

Thinking skills:  Follow your child’s lead. Toddlers can learn almost any concept through their 
everyday activities. Concepts like fast and slow, up and down, and over and under can be introduced 
as she plays on the playground.

Self-control: Label and validate your child’s feelings. Letting children know that their feelings are 
understood helps them calm down and regain control. This doesn’t mean you give in to their demand.

Self-confidence: Let your child be the problem-solver. Children are natural problem solvers. Be your 
child’s coach. Give her the support she needs to solve a problem but don’t solve it for her.
For more on encouraging your child in these areas, visit: http://www.zerotothree.org.



School-Age Reading Challenge
The School District of Palm Beach County (SDPBC) is a large, diverse 
school district with more than 80,000 elementary students. Common 
Core State Standards (CCSS) are taught in grades K-2 and are 
blended with Next Generation Sunshine State Standards in grades 
3-12. All grade levels will be using CCSS exclusively in 2014-2015. CCSS 
set clear expectations of what students are to learn in kindergarten 
through 12th grade.  The English Language Arts standards support 
more in-depth learning that provides students with more opportunities 
to develop high-level vocabulary and content knowledge of 
challenging materials.  K-2 students are being taught and assessed in 
CCSS (School District of Palm Beach County). 

Instruction will be more demanding and will place more emphasis 
on non-fiction reading and students’ ability to analyze, apply and 
draw conclusions from what they read. This increase in rigor is so that 
children are more prepared when they enter college or begin a job.  
Students will be expected to read more complex texts than they had 
in the past, and reading will be emphasized and integrated in all 
subject areas. (The Palm Beach Post, August 17, 2013). For instance, 
students will be exposed to more word problems in math and will focus 
on comprehension and deeper understanding in social studies. The 
district has activity packets for parents to use with their children to help 
them with the CCSS: http://www.palmbeachschools.org/parents/commoncore.asp. 8 

Kindergarten Readiness 
Of the nearly 12,000 children assessed at the beginning of kindergarten in 2011, 70% were ready for kindergarten 
(Children’s Services Council, from SDPBC data). Eighty-eight percent were considered ready based on results from 
the Early Childhood Observation System (ECHOs) assessment and 73% were ready on the Florida Assessment 
for Instruction in Reading (FAIR). These two assessments comprise the FLKRS, the school readiness measurement 
in Florida (Florida Kindergarten Readiness Screener Results, 2011-12 SPAR Florida Department of Education). The 
Palm Beach County FAIR scores exceeded state scores; however, Palm Beach County was below the state on 
the ECHOS assessments. Some schools have far more children “not ready” on readiness assessments, having less 
than 50% of kindergarten students ready on the FAIR (2011-12 SPAR, Florida Department of Education, Florida 
Kindergarten Readiness Screener Results). 9 

6

2011-12 School Year Florida  
Kindergarten Readiness Screener Results

READINESS INDICATOR          PALM BEACH COUNTY                 FLORIDA

ECHOs  
Percent ready  ECHOs  88% 91%
Percent not Ready ECHOs 12% 9%

FAIR  
Percent Ready FAIR 73% 71%
Percent not Ready FAIR 27% 29%

FLKRS
Percent Ready FLKRS 70%  NA 

Palm Beach County
Elementary School Students

Palm Beach County has 80,262 
students in elementary schools, 
grades K through 5. 
Among these:
• 61% are receiving free and  
 reduced lunch
• 17% have Limited English 
	 Proficiency
• 15% are in Exceptional Student  
 Education 
• 9% are in gifted programs

Source:  Gold Report, Palm Beach County 
School District, 2012 data.

School-Age Reading



How Can Children be Ready for Kindergarten?

Learning Begins in Infancy
Research shows the importance of early exposure to words and reading. 

So the 13,936 Babies Born in 2012 are Part of the Graduating Class of 2030

Research indicates that infants are absorbing everything around them. A child’s brain develops at a rapid rate, with 
billions of neurons and circuits developing during early childhood. 

See more about how brains develop at Harvard University’s Center on the Developing Child
http://developingchild.harvard.edu.

• The more words parents use when speaking to an 8-month-old, the greater the size of their child’s  
 vocabulary at age 3. 10

• Children from low-income families hear as many as 30 million fewer words than their more affluent peers before  
 the age of 4. (Hart-Risley study on language development).

 See more from the Grade-Level Reading Campaign on The 30 Million Word Gap, The Role of Parent-Child Verbal  
 Interaction in Language and Literacy 
 Development: http://gradelevelreading.net.

• Books contain many words that children are 
 unlikely to encounter frequently in spoken  
 language. Children’s books actually contain   
 50% more rare words than prime time television 
  or even college students’ conversations.

• Fewer than half (48%) of young children in the 
 United States are read to daily. While even fewer  
 low-income children are read to, families of all income levels are not reading to their children daily due to lack  
 of time or because parents may not make it a priority. 11

For more research relating to early literacy go to: http://gradelevelreading.net.

Research Shows the Importance of Books in the Home
A study conducted over 20 years by Evans, Kelley, Sikorac, and Treimand (2010) 12, who surveyed more than 70,000 
people across 27 countries showed:

• Children raised in homes with more than 500 books spent three years longer in school than children whose  
 parents had only a few books. Growing up in a household with 500 or more books is “as great an advantage as  
 having university-educated rather than unschooled parents.” 

• Children whose parents have lots of books are nearly 20% more likely to finish college -- a factor more important  
 than the education of the parents. 

• Even a child who comes from a home with 25 books will, on average, complete two more years of school than  
 would a child from a home without any books at all.
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PAHOKEE PARENT

“ Sometimes we have to work, go to school at 
night. We have to find the right time, so it is a little bit 
frustrating, but you really can do something… you can 
say “OK.  I am going to set 6 o’clock is the time you’re 
going to read.” You can set at least 30 minutes, and  
it works.”



How can Parents Help Boost their Child’s Achievement?

Know Your Child’s Reading Level
Parents who are aware of their child’s reading progress are better able to help them work to become good 
readers. The SDPBC has a Learning Tools for Parents site that provides access to numerous online references, 
resources and software services that parents can use with their children at home: 
http://www.palmbeachschools.org/learning_tools/Parents.

One site, Edline http://www.edline.net/pages/Palm_Beach_County, is the primary method Palm Beach County 
schools use to communicate online with parents and students. It provides a secure account to access information 
about children’s classes, including links to online textbooks and other resources. Edline includes resources for all 
grade levels for summer learning, including reading lists and activities.

National Efforts Focus on Time Outside of School 
Research has guided the national Campaign for Grade-Level Reading to establish School Readiness, 
Absenteeism and Attendance, and Summer Learning Loss as three vital priorities, and opportunities, to help 
children read at grade level by the end of third grade. Campaigns in Palm Beach County and more than 120 
communities across the country are working to 
improve children’s reading scores.

Make Sure Your Child Is In School –  
Absences Cause Children to Fall Behind
Beginning in elementary school, some students 
miss as much as 10% of the school year. One in  
10 kindergartners miss more than a month of 
school, which impacts their performance in first 
grade. “Among children from low-income families, who lack the resources to make up lost time, chronic  
absence in kindergarten translated into lower fifth grade achievement” http://gradelevelreading.net/our-work/ 
chronic-absence.13 

Include Reading in the Mix of Fun Afterschool and Summer Activities to Reduce Summer Learning Loss
According to the Campaign for Grade-Level Reading, “research spanning 100 years has proven that students lose 
ground academically when they are out of school for the summer. The problem is particularly acute among low-
income students who lose an average of more than two months in reading achievement in the summer, which 
slows their progress toward third grade reading proficiency. ”

Libraries Open Doors
There are 27 libraries between the Palm Beach County Library System and municipal libraries in the county. Each 
one offers great opportunities for children to select books of their choice with a quiet and inviting environment to 
read. Each summer, libraries sponsor reading programs that are fun-filled and keep children reading throughout 
the summer months. During the school year, libraries have a variety of activities using high-interest books. Research 
shows that kids benefit when they are able to select books that interest them. Look for a library near you at our 
website http://pbcreads.org. 

The Importance of Third Grade Reading Performance – ‘Learning to Read, Reading to Learn’
National reading campaigns have focused on third-grade reading success as a pivotal point for children. This, 
along with graduation data, shows how our county compares to the state. While the state is transitioning its 
assessment tool, third grade FCAT scores are important because they can determine whether a child is promoted 
to fourth grade, and his or her future success in school. Third grade is a time when children go from ‘learning to 
read’ during the early years to ‘reading to learn.’ If they can’t read well, they may fall behind in other subjects like 
science, social studies and even math. For 2012-13, 54% of third grade students were considered to be reading at 
a proficient (level 3 and above) (SDPBC, May, 2013).14
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BELLE GLADE PARENT

“ If you don’t do it in the summer, you will fall back. 
So you have to maintain… push them a little farther, a 
little harder, so for next year they will be ready, [they 
will be] on task… so they won’t fall behind.”
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Graduation 
Graduation is important to future success in life. Businesses look at a community’s graduation rate and skilled 
workforce when selecting a community to locate in. While Palm Beach County’s graduation rate at 77% in 2012 
was better than the state and other large counties, some schools in the county had graduation rates as low as 
64.9%. Being sure our children are ready for school and reading on grade level at third grade helps them to be 
able to graduate. Every student who doesn’t graduate from high school costs society an estimated $260,000 in 
lost earnings, taxes and productivity. http://www.aecf.org/~/media/Pubs

   FY2008 FY2009 FY2010 FY2011 FY2012

Florida 62.7% 65.5% 69.0% 70.6% 74.5%
Palm Beach 65.5% 70.1% 74.8% 74.3% 77.0%
Broward 64.3% 68.4% 72.4% 71.6% 76.4%
Dade 60.5% 62.0% 68.3% 71.3% 76.0%
Hillsborough 63.9% 66.1% 66.7% 69.3% 72.6%
Orange 61.9% 67.4% 71.8% 71.4% 73.9%

*Florida school districts exceeding 150,000 students. School District of Palm Beach County, Page 3 FY2012  
  High School Graduation Rate, December 3, 2012 Memo to School Board members.15

What is Children’s Services Council Doing?

Maternal and Child Health, and Quality Early Care and Education
Children’s Services Council (CSC) has prioritized the early years by serving pregnant women and their babies  
through our Healthy Beginnings System. Our quality early care and education system provides school readiness  
slots in partnership with the Early Learning Coalition and the School District, and Head Start services with Palm 
Beach County. CSC’s school readiness focus achieved a “Pacesetter” designation from the national Campaign for 
Grade-Level Reading in 2012.

Quality Afterschool Programs 
Children’s Services Council partners with Prime Time Palm Beach County to provide expanded learning 
opportunities for children in quality afterschool programs. Afterschool provides an opportunity to engage children 
and build upon their interests, while supporting what children are learning in school. This includes enrichment in a 
number of subject areas, including literacy. 

Targeted Literacy Efforts 
Children’s Services Council partners with the Literacy Coalition of Palm Beach County to provide targeted services 
to help families with young children assist their child with language and literacy development. 

FCAT Achivement Levels   PBC  Florida

Total Number of Students     13,588  203,390

FCAT Grade 3 Level 3 and above 54%  57%

FCAT Grade 3 Level  1 and 2 46%  43%

*Performance at Level 3 and above is consider satisfactory. Source: School District of Palm Beach County

2012-13 School Year 3rd Grade Reading 
FCAT Results % in Achievment Levels*

FY2008-2012 Graduation Rate for  
Florida and Large Urban Districts* 



Reach Out and Read 
The Literacy Coalition provides Reach Out and Read, an evidence-based program that promotes early literacy 
and school readiness in pediatric offices in Palm Beach County. The program provides new books to children and 
advice to parents about the importance of reading aloud. It builds on the unique relationship between parents 
and medical providers to develop critical early reading skills in children. It begins at the 6-month checkup and 
continues through age 5, with a special emphasis on children growing up in low-income communities.

Children’s Services Council Emergent Literacy Strategies  
CSC is working with the Literacy Coalition to explore evidence-based programs using part-time workers who are 
trained in emergent literacy strategies to use in interactive, one-on-one reading sessions with 3- and 4-year-olds in 
early child care settings. The staff helps the children enjoy books, reading and learning.

Parent-Child Home Program
Parent-Child Home Program is an evidence-based home visiting model that prepares young children for school 
success by increasing language and literacy skills, enhancing social-emotional development, and strengthening 
the parent-child relationship. This is a two-year program that begins with two 30-minute home visits weekly for 23 
weeks per program year. Children receive a book, toy and activities as part of the program.

Bridges Summer Program for Young Children
In the summer of 2013, Children’s Services  
Council distributed books to our Bridges  
Programs to establish mini-libraries on site. This 
project ensured that more books are available to 
children at the 10 Bridges sites across the county. 
Each Bridges site received two copies of all 175 
books on the School District’s Recommended 
Summer Reading List for Pre-K through Grade 5. 
In addition, Bridges in Boynton Beach, Pahokee 
and Belle Glade, along with the City of Delray Beach, had a summer reading challenge for parents and children. 
Books were distributed and prizes awarded to children who participated. 
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BOYNTON BEACH PARENT

“ During the summer, there’s a gap and the children 
have a tendency to [forget] whatever they have learned 
that year. They lose so much… I think programs like 
this keeps them up to a level that when they do go back 
in they’re not dormant… they are able to pick up and 
understand; pick up where they left off.”



Countywide Public Education Campaign Focused on Reading

With the “My Happily Ever After Begins with Reading” campaign, Children’s Services Council and its partners are 
promoting a positive, universal message that speaks to all cultures, all socio-economic groups and all ages. 
Through the use of fairy tales, the campaign builds awareness around the importance of reading and how it is 
the building block to a successful life. The campaign website invites children, their parents and all others in the 
community to get involved. The site allows the community to access information about reading, research, events 
and activities in a fun and engaging way.

For more information, please visit “My Happily Ever After Begins with Reading” campaign website at 
PBCReads.org. 

The site includes:

• Ways to encourage reading and volunteer

• Research on the importance of reading

• Tips for parents and children

• Resources & links

• Where to turn for help

• Local activities and events focused on reading

“My Happily Ever After Begins with Reading” Partners include:

in partnership with: 

Mandel Public Library of West Palm Beach

Palm Beach County Library System

The Palm Beach Post

The City of Delray Beach

PNC Bank

Schoolhouse Children’s Museum & Learning Center

United Way of Palm Beach County
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Other Important Resources:

1. The importance of helping children be successful readers is presented on The Reading Rockets website, the PBS   
  award winning show funded by US Department of Education: http://www.readingrockets.org/shows/launching/  
  roots/http://www.readingrockets.org/shows/launching/toddling/.

2. US Department of Education site for parents Helping Your Child Become a Reader http://www2.ed.gov/parents/ 
  academic/help/reader/index.html

3. Campaign for Grade-Level Reading http://gradelevelreading.net/.
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